[Good practices for the study of hemoglobin].
Hemoglobinopathies have become a significant national health problem in France. The biologists have a pivotal role in the genetic diagnoses. Although sickle cell disease (SCD) is the most frequent abnormality found: not less than 200 new cases are observed each year at birth, many other globin gene variations are found in the various ethnic groups. Since 1995 a neonatal sickle cell screening program has been established for at risk newborns. This programme is supported by the "Association française de dépistage et prévention des handicaps de l'enfant" (AFDPHE). The characterization of hemoglobin genetic variations requires a comprehensive set of laboratory techniques for which we specify here main clinical and technical recommendations.